






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































From Education Pays 2007, The Benefits of Higher Education for Individuals and Society, College Board 








Benefits of College: More than you think





EARNINGS $


Higher levels of education lead to higher earnings. 


In 2005, the typical worker with a four-year college degree earned an average of $50,900. The worker with only a high school diploma earned $31,500. 





Someone with a 4 year degree can expect to earn about 61 percent more over a 40-year working life than the typical high school  graduate earns over the same period.





HEALTH INSURANCE and RETIREMENT 


In addition to earning higher wages, college graduates are more likely than others to enjoy employer-provided health insurance and pension benefits.





UNEMPLOYMENT


Among all racial/ethnic groups, unemployment rates are much lower for college graduates than for high school graduates.





POVERTY


The poverty rate in 2005 for those with 4 year degrees was about 1/3 of the poverty rate for high school graduates.





HEALTH


Higher levels of education are correlated with better health.





Smoking rates among college graduates have been significantly lower than smoking rates among other adults since information about the risks became public.





Individuals with higher levels of education are more likely to engage in leisure-time exercise than those with lower levels of education.





FOR THE INDIVIDUAL








MORE REVENUE


Higher levels of education lead to both higher levels of earnings for individuals and higher tax revenues for   federal, state, and local    governments.





MORE VOLUNTEERS


Higher levels of education are associated with higher levels of participation in volunteer activities.





College graduates are more likely than others to donate blood.





MORE LIKELY TO VOTE


In every age group, adults with higher levels of education are more likely to vote than those with less          education.





MORE TOLERANT


Adults with higher levels of education are more likely than others to be open to  differing opinions. 











FOR THE COMMUNITY








